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UNIT.I 

 

GENERATIONS 

1.  Read the passage and answer the questions that follow. 

 

 As he approached the yellow building he realized that he was perjuring himself and was 

ruining his teacher. Probably the headmaster would dismiss Samuel and then the police would chain 

him and put him in jail. For all this disgrace, humiliation and suffering, who would be responsible? 

Swami shuddered. The more he thought of Samuel, the more he grieved for him – the dark face, his 

small red-streaked eyes, his thin line of moustache, his unshaven cheek and chin, his yellow coat; 

everything filled Swami with sorrow. As he felt the bulge of the letter in his pocket, he felt like an 

executioner. For a moment he was angry with his father and wondered why he should not fling into 

the gutter the letter of a man so unreasonable and stubborn. 

 As he entered the school gate an idea occurred to him, a sort of solution. He wouldn‘t 

deliver the letter to the headmaster immediately, but at the end of the day – to that extent he would 

disobey his father and exercise his independence. There was nothing wrong in it and Father would 

not know it anyway. If the letter was given at the end of the day there was a chance that Samuel 

might do something to justify the letter.  

1.Who does Swami dislike more at this juncture Samuel or his Father? Why? 

2.What made Swami‘s mind fill with sorrow? 

3.Who is the unreasonable and stubborn man? 

4.Find out the one word for the words given in italics ‗ to tell a lie willfully ‘ 

5.Complete the following sentences 

 

aIf swami had given the letter to the headmaster,……………………………….. 

bThe more Swami tried to avoid the class,…………………………………………. 

 

2. Read the lines from the poem 'Night Of The Scorpion' and answer the questions that follow 

 The peasants came like swarms of flies 

 And buzzed the names of God a hundred times 

 To paralyse the Evil One 

 With candles and with lanterns 

 Throwing giant scorpion shadows 

 On the mud-baked walls 

 They searched for him: he was not found 

1Why did the peasants buzz the name of God hundred times? 

2Find out an instance of simile from the given lines. 

3What made giant scorpion shadows on the walls? 

4Pick out some words that show the rural background of the poem. 

5What are the peasants compared to? 
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Discourses 

 
1.Swami‘s father writes a letter to the headmaster giving a full account of everything Samuel had 

done. Prepare the letter. 

2.The headmaster wrote a reply for the letter that Swami‘s father had written. How would that letter 

be like? 

3. Swami could not give the letter to the headmaster and his father tore the letter into pieces saying ‗ 

You deserve your Samuel‘. Various thoughts flashed through the mind of Swami. Before going to 

bed he scribbled something in his diary. How would that diary entry be like? 

4. Swami gives a beautiful description of his class teacher Samuel. Give such a description of a 

person you like. 

5.  ‗The more he thought of Samuel, the more he grieved for him‘. What could be the thoughts in 

his mind? Prepare a write up. 

6. Swami was late for the class and Samuel had already started the class. Samuel asked him the 

reason for being late. Prepare a likely conversation between them. 

7. Ravi was forgotten completely in his absence. He was really shocked at it. Before going to bed he 

scribbled something in his diary. Prepare the diary entry. 

8. Have you ever been forgotten by others like Ravi.  Prepare a write up of such an experience in 

your or your friends' life. 

 

     Common Phrasal Verbs in English   

 

Call 

call at   :visit a person at a place 

call for   :demand 

call on/upon  :make a short visit 

call off   :cancel 

call out  :to say something loudly/order to go on strike 

call up   :telephone 

Come 

come up  :arise 

come in  :to enter 

come away  :to leave 

come out  :to be revealed or exposed 
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come across  :to meet or find by chance 

come down  :to decrease 

Get 

get along  :have a friendly relationship/manage 

get away with  :escape punishment 

get off   :leave a vehicle 

get on   :continue/succeed/have a friendly relationship 

get over  :return to one's usual state of health or happiness 

get up   :rise from bed 

Give 

give away  :give as a present 

give in   :yield 

give out  :announce 

give up  :stop trying to do something 

Go 

go in for  :take part in 

go off   :take place/succeed/explode 

go on   :continue 

Keep 

keep away/back :tell someone not to go near something 

keep going  :encourage someone doing something 

keep on  :continue to do something 

keep up  :keep in good condition 

 

Look 

look after  :take care of 

look upon  :treat with disrespect 

look forward to :expect with pleasure 

look up  :find in a book 

Make 
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make out  :understand 

make up  :invent/put together/use cosmetics 

make up for  :compensate 

Put 

put across  :to convey 

put aside  :abandon temporarily 

put down  :to write something 

put in   :do a certain amount of work 

put off   :to postpone 

put on   :to wear/switch on/add or increase 

put up   :raise/to stay 

put up with  :to tolerate(a person or a situation) 

Set 

set in    :to begin 

set off/out  :to start a journey 

set up   :to start/construct/establish 

Turn 

turn against  :stop being friendly towards somebody 

turn away  : to refuse to let someone in  

turn down  :to refuse/reject 

turn off  :stop the flow of water, gas, electricity etc. 

turn on   :switch on  

turn out  :to have a particular result 

turn up   :appear/arrive 

turn over  :to turn a page in a book/to change the channel on a T.V. 

turn to   :try to get help, advice or sympathy from someone 

Prepared by 

Justine V. Joseph 

St. Aloysious HSS 

  Edathua 
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     UNIT 2  

   THE WORLD OF MYSTERY 

 

Analysing Textual Passages – The Blue Bouquet 

 

1.  Read the passage and answer the questions that follow: 

 

‗Don‘t move, senor, or you‘re dead.‘ Without turning my head I asked, ‗What do 

you want?‘‗Your eyes, senor.‘ His voice was strangely gentle, almost embarrassed. 'My 

eyes? What are you going to do with my eyes? Look, I've got a little money on me. Not 

much, but it's something. I'll give you everything I've got if you'll let me go. Don't kill me.' 'You 

shouldn't be scared, senor. I'm not going to kill you. I just want your eyes.' 'But what do you want 

them for?' 'It's my sweetheart's idea. She'd like to have a bouquet of blue eyes. There aren't many 

people around here that have them.' 'Mine won't do you any good. They aren't blue, they're light 

brown.' No, senor. Don‘t try to fool me. I know they‘re blue.‘ ‗But we‘re both Christians, 

hombre! You can‘t just gouge my eyes out. I‘ll give you everything I‘ve got on me.‘ 

  

1. The stranger tries to pluck the narrator's eyes.  Why? 

2. What present did the narrator get ready to give to save himself? 

3. Why does his sweetheart ask for a bouquet of blue eyes? 

4. ―Take hold of your answer sheets firmly‖.  Teacher told the class. (Please replace  

 the phrase with a suitable word from the passage) 

5. A few pupils are ashamed to talk to their teachers on their doubts. (Find an  

 apt word for the underlined from the passage) 

6. Complete the following sentence suitably 

   If the man allows the narrator go, he _______________ 

 

2.  Read the passage and answer the questions that follow: 

 Now he peered at me with his good eye. ‗Where are you going, senor?‘ he asked in a hoarse 

voice.‘ To take a walk. It‘s too hot to stay in my room.‘ But everything‘s closed up by now. And we 

don‘t have any streetlights here. You‘d better stay in.‘ I shrugged my shoulders, mumbled, 'I'll be 

right back,' and went out into the darkness. At first I couldn't see anything at all. I groped my way 

along the stone-paved street. I lit a cigarette. Suddenly the moon came out from behind a black 

cloud, lighting up a weather-beaten white wall. I stopped in my tracks, blinded by that whiteness. A 
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faint breeze stirred the air and I could smell the fragrance of the tamarind trees. The night was 

murmurous with the sounds of leaves and insects. The crickets had bivouacked among the tall 

weeds. I raised my eyes: up there the stars were also camping out. I thought that the whole universe 

was a grand system of signals, a conversation among enormous beings. My own actions, the creak 

of a cricket, the blinking of a star, were merely pauses and syllables, odd fragments of that 

dialogue. I was only one syllable, of only one word. But what was that word? Who was uttering it? 

And to whom? I tossed my cigarette onto the sidewalk.  It fell in a glowing arc, giving off sparks 

like a miniature comet. 

1. Who are engaged in the dialogue referred to in the passage? 

2. 'I was only one syllable, of only one word.' What does it signify? 

3. Where did he see the moon? And what effect did it create? 

4. Classify the following group of words into two heads as shown below. 

5. Give the apt names to the images underlined in the passage (Ans: Olfactory  

 images, Auditory images) 

6. Find out the word similar to the phrase ―to take shelter temporarily.‖ 

 

1Analysing Textual Poem - The Himalayas 

 
Read the lines from the poem and answer the questions 

 

At that time 

I am seventeen, and have just started 

to wear a sari every day. 

Swami Anand is eighty nine 

and almost blind. 

His thick glasses don't seem to work, 

they only magnify his cloudy eyes. 

Mornings he summons me 

from the kitchen 

and I read to him until lunch time. 

One day he tells me 

'you can read your poems now'. 

I read a few, he is silent. 
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Thinking he's asleep, I stop. 

But he says, 'continue.' 

I begin a long one 

in which the Himalayas rise 

as a metaphor. 

a. Which lines denote that the poetess has change? 

b. What does the blindness of swami Anand suggest us? 

c. What do the spectacles serve for Swami? 

d. What idea do you get about her poem? 

e. Why does the poetess pause poem while she reads it to the Swami? 

f.  Does the word ‗continue‘ give the message of the Poem? Affirm your statements. 

 

(Hints : The word ‘continue’ is a nod of assent given by Swami Anand when the young poet 

hesitates to read out her poems. The same assent is given by him when she approaches him 

for suggestions to improve her poems. Thus, this message to continue comes up as the 

remedy for hesitation and the possible imperfections in her creative attempts. This message 

recurs throughout the poem) 

 
 

1Analysing Textual Poem „Skimbleshanks: The Railway Cat‟ 

 

There's a whisper down the line at 11.39 

When the Night Mail's ready to depart, 

Saying "Skimble where is Skimble has he gone to hunt the thimble? 

We must find him or the train can't start." 

All the guards and all the porters and the stationmaster's daughters 

They are searching high and low, 

Saying "Skimble where is Skimble for unless he's very nimble 

Then the Night Mail just can't go." 

At 11.42 then the signal's nearly due 

And the passengers are frantic to a man- 

Then Skimble will appear and he'll saunter to the rear: 

He's been busy in the luggage van! 

He gives one flash of his glass-green eyes 

And the signal goes "All Clear!" 

And we're off at last for the northern part 

Of the Northern Hemisphere! 

You were fast asleep at Crewe and so you never knew 
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That he was walking up and down the station; 

You were sleeping all the while he was busy at Carlisle, 

Where he greets the stationmaster with elation. 

But you saw him at Dumfries, where he speaks to the police 

If there's anything they ought to know about: 

When you get to Gallowgate there you do not have to wait- 

For Skimbleshanks will help you to get out! 

He gives you a wave of his long brown tail 

Which says: ―I'll see you again! 

You'll meet without fail on the Midnight Mail 

The Cat of the Railway Train.‘‘ 

 
1.Why does the train not leave the station? 

2.Which are the alliterative lines in the poem? 

3.What does the flash of glass-green eyes of cat resemble? 

4.What effect is there when the cat is aboard? 

5.Identify any one expression from the poem which present the cat as a human being 

6.Name any of the poems of T.S. Eliot similar to this poem? 

 

CONSTRUCTING DISCOURSES 

 

1.  You have read and understood humorousness of the story ―The Man Who Shouted Teresa‖.  In 

this story, the author, Italo Calvino depicts a man who imitates some ridiculous behavior, and more 

and more people follow him blindly without knowing the reason.  It reveals the ignorance, stupidity 

and Blind obedience of human beings.  Suppose you were one of the people who blindly obeyed the 

man.  At last you made out your foolishness.  On that night, you scribbled down your imprudence in 

a diary.  What would be the diary? 

2.  Prepare the profile on Italo Calvino using the details given below.   

Born   15 October 1923 

Place   Santiago de Las Vegas, Cuba 

Nationality  Italian 

Occupation  Journalist, Short Story writer, novelist, essayist 

Literary movement No realism, Postmodernism 

Notable works The Baron in the Trees, Invisible Cities (1972),  

If on a winter‘s night a traveler (1979) 

Our Ancestors trilogy (1952) 

The cosmic collections of short stories (1965) 

 Death   19
th

 September 1985 
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3.  Prepare a profile of Octavio Paz using the facts specified below. 

 

Name    Octavio Paz Lozano 

Date of birth    March 31.1914 

Place of birth    Mexico City 

The admirer   India's priceless cultural Heritage  

Famous as    Poet and diplomat 

Works    Luna Silvestre (Wild Moon), Cabellera, 

The Labyrinth of Solitude 

   'Sunstone' Great poem in Latin America  

Awards    Nobel Prize for Literature in 1990 

The Ambassador  to India (1962- 1968) 

Death    1998 

 

Octavio Paz  

 
Octavio Paz Lozano, the Great Mexican Poet and Nobel Prize winner for 1990 was born in 31

st
 

March, 1914.   His Poem 'Sunstone' is considered as one of the ten greatest poems in Latin 

American literature.  Luna Silvestre (wild moon) Cabellera and the labyrinth of solitude were his 

other literary pieces.  He was the Ambassador of Mexico to India from 1962 to 1968.  Octavio Paz, 

the ardent admirer of India's priceless cultural Heritage, passed away in 1998. 

 

4.  A newspaper reporter prepared the note after interviewing the narrator of the story ―The Blue 

Bouquet‖ is given below.  Develop the note into a news report 

The narrator of the story ―The Blue Bouquet‖ was attacked - yesterday night - he walked outside - a 

strange incident -a stranger demanded his eyes to make a bouquet  of blue eyes.– it was for his 

beloved – the incident shocked the man – everybody was frightened – be careful to walk at night 

 

5.  Given below is a note prepared by a news channel reporter after interviewing the tourist in 

the story 'The Blue Bouquet'. Making use of all the features, Prepare a good News Report of 

the incident. 

(Hints: A strange incident happened.. A tourist was attacked-yesterday night- -he 

walked outside. -a stranger demanded his eyes to make a bouquet of blue eyes- it was 
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for his sweet heart-the incident stunned the tourist- Hearing the news other tourists 

were frightened- walking at night became terrified experience) 

 

6.  The narrator of the story 'The Blue Bouquet' got a letter from one of his friends 

after his shocking experience in street that midnight. The letter is given for your perusal. 

Comprehend it and draft a reply to it. 

 

26, Royal Avenue 

NW15RE, Mexico 

5th May, 2008 

 

Dear comrade, 

Hope you are doing well. I heard about the strange experience you had in the street that 

midnight last week while you went for walking. I am thoroughly bewildered. It is very 

incredible. I can't just believe it. I am very anxious. What happened really? I want to know 

more about it. I expect you will let me know of the facts almost immediately. Convey my 

regards to your wife and children.  

 

With love, 
 

Stadislavus 

 

7.  The report given below is from a newspaper describing the bitter experience of the 

narrator of the story 'The Blue Bouquet'. After reading the same, write a letter to the editor of a 

daily expressing your concern on the increase of such violence. 

 

Never ending violence 

 

Mexico City:  The villagers are in panic after the incident; happened yesterday night.   

The narrator who went out for a walk in the street was attacked by a stranger. The man 

attempted to pluck out his eyes using a knife. He was seeking a pair of blue eyes for his 

sweet heart. Fortunately, the narrator‘s eyes were not blue and he was spared. The police 

said that they had intensified the search for the culprit. 
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8. The narrator of the story 'The Blue Bouquet' ran back to his hotel room at the night, after the 

horrifying incident in the street,.  Write a short narrative of his thoughts based on the hints 

and the incident.    

(Hints: repents disregarding hotelkeeper’s advise - praise to Almighty for the escape - takes a 

pledge not to go out during night - thinks about the family members - decides to leave the room 

at the earliest.  The moon came out from behind, a faint breeze, my own actions, raised my eyes, 

and shrugged my shoulder). 

 

9. After the horrifying incident, the narrator in the story‘ The Blue Bouquet‘ rushed to his 

room.  He narrated the incident dreadfully. Imagine you were a listener to his 

narration.  Present the narration you wrote down for the readers. 

A sample Narration 

 

The narrator rushed into his room.  He was not listening to anything what was happening 

around him.  He was powerless to recall the incident.  He fell into the cot. The deep gloom 

which filled in the room, pierced into his brain. Even a feeble noise of movements upset 

him.  After lying on the bed for a while he got up and moved towards the windowpane. 

Everything was calm outside.   He felt it as a dream.  He stepped towards the water-

container and took a glass full of water and drank it at a stretch.  He tried to recollect 

everything happened.  He asked himself who that man was. He asked whether he really 

wanted to have my eyes.  Was he a monster?  A number of unanswered questions 

surrounded and disturbed him.  A knock at the door made him more worrisome.   

 

 

 

10.  The narrator of the story 'The Blue Bouquet' was really shocked by the incident 

happened to him in the street that night. He recorded his feelings in his diary as follows: 

 

A sample diary 

 

5
th

 May, 2008 

 

What an unpredictable incident happened in my life. Strange experiences… 

incredible encounters… the most horrible one was Today's. What the superb idea was 

there in me when I paced slowly through the streets I had about. Who was he? The 
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Stanger!  I didn't dare to ask. What really was his intention? Did he just plan to scare 

me? Did he really intend to gouge my eyes? I still can't  believe what he said. Making 

a bouquet of blue eyes for his sweetheart! What a strange idea! 

 

11. Prepares diary entry reflecting narrator‘s feelings and emotions.  The narrator of the 

story 'The Blue Bouquet' was extremely frightened after the incident that happened  in 

the street at midnight. He wrote down his feelings and emotions in his diary. How would 

the diary entry be? 

 

12. The stranger in the story 'The Blue Bouquet‘ attempted to pluck out narrator‘s eyes 

saying that his sweetheart wished to have a bouquet of blue eyes. Do you believe this? 

What do you think about the stranger's words? Write a paragraph expressing your views on 

the stranger's demand in not more than 60 words. 

13. You have enjoyed the story. But don‘t you feel that the hotel keeper is a peculiar 

character in the story 'The Blue Bouquet‘.  His behavior looks very strange.  Would 

you sketch the character of the hotel keeper? 

A sample character sketch 

 

I have enjoyed the story 'The Blue Bouquet‘ and noted some peculiarities in the character of 

the hotel keeper.  He was physically fit for the job.  But his character is very mysterious.  He 

was not sleeping even though it was late.  He was the man who had only one eye.  He 

looked gloomy.  He cunningly looked the narrator with his partially closed-eye.  His passive 

mood seemed as if he was alienated from other planet and had affected nothing from this 

world.  He looked at the narrator who rushed into the hotel after the horrifying incident in 

the street that midnight in a unemotional mood. His mysterious behavior creates in me a 

doubtful look at him.  He might have left the narrator while realized that his eyes were not 

blue.  He might have attempted to gouge his eyes only to satisfy his sweet heart.  I think he 

is really a strange character in the story 'The Blue Bouquet‘.   

 

14. The narrator of the story 'The Blue Bouquet' was really shocked by the terrible 

incident in the street. He ran to the hotel immediately after he was released by the stranger. 

Seeing the frightened narrator the hotelkeeper enquires what really happened. Prepare a 

likely conversation relevant to the context between them. Write at least 6 exchanges 
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A sample conversation 

 

Hotel keeper : Hai! Where are you rushing to? 

Narrator : Going to room 

Hotel keeper : What happened to you? 

Narrator : Nothing 

Hotel keeper : Please tell me; what happened to you? 

Narrator : Ho! What a horror- ome stranger on the road I saw. 

Hotel keeper : Where? On the road! So what? 

Narrator : He demanded my eyes 

Hotel keeper : Your eyes! What‘s special about it? 

Narrator : I don‘t know. He attempted to pluck out it. 

Hotel keeper : It is very incredible 

Narrator : Yes, very credible, it‘s true. 

Hotel keeper : Didn‘t I warn you when you went out? 

Narrator : Yes, But It is very strange to me and my first experience 

Hotel keeper : Don‘t worry.  Sometimes such strange incidents are happened  

   here.  Let‘s hope the same won‘t happen again. Go and take  

   rest. 

Narrator : Thanks for your pacifying words. 

 

15. After reading the story ―The Hound of the Baskervilles‖.  You are an admirer of the power 

of the detection of Mr. Sherlock Holmes who logically proved that Mr. James Mortimer who 

had worked in the Charring Cross Hospital in London and left the same after his marriage 

and wanted to take up a country practice, had got a walking stick from his friend.  Mr. 

Holmes was sharp, shrewd, and observant and had immense analytical and logical powers. 

You wanted to write regarding both the story and its detective to your friend in Chennai who 

likes books the most.  Write a likely letter.   

A sample letter 

Ananad Bhavan 

320/CSP 

Cherthala, Alappuzha 

10
th

 January, 2012 

 

Dear Roby, 

Hope you are doing well.  What about your studies.  SSLC Exam March, 2012 is fast approaching.  

I am really dabbled in my studies.  I would like to pen a few lines about the story ―The Hound of 
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the Baskervilles‖ that I study.  I‘m in the world of astonishment.  How amazingly the detective Mr. 

Sherlock Holmes assumes and reaches the conclusion?  In the story, he carefully examines the 

walking stick and predicts that the Mr. James Mortimer who had worked in the Charring Cross 

Hospital in London was the owner of the stick.  Mr. James, the old fashioned medical practitioner 

got the stick as the gift from his friend.   

He abandoned a career in London for the country after his marriage and wanted to take up a country 

practice.  He had a dog always with him.  Mr. Sherlock Holmes assumed the truth from the teeth 

mark of a dog in the centre of the stick.  How fast and cunning he is in reaching conclusion.  We can 

learn a lot from the story and the detective.   

Convey my regards to your parents. 

Awaiting our meeting after our exams, I cut short this letter 

With love 

 

Alex K.J. 

 

 
Using Language Elements 

 

1. Read the piece of conversation given below and answer the questions that 

follow. 

Narrator : What do you want my eyes for? 

The man :  it‘s my sweetheart's idea 

1. What did the narrator ask the man? 

2. What was the man's reply? 

 

2. Join the following pairs of sentences using any appropriate joining words from 

the bracket. One is done as an example. ( when, even though, though, while, as 

if, if )  

a. Your eyes are blue.  I will take it (eg.  If your eyes are blue, I will take it) 

b. He studied well.  He could not pass the examination 

c. The clock stuck four.  The students left for home 

d. It was a beautiful night.  I had a horrible experience 

e. A faint breeze stirred the air.  I could smell the fragrance of the tamarind trees. 

f. He lit a match. The flame made me close my eyes. 
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3. Read the following sequence of events. Write a coherent paragraph using 

appropriate linking words in the bracket.   

(First, first of all, next, thereafter, secondly, after that, and then, therefore, 

Nevertheless, as a consequence, hence, soon, before long) 

Eg: First of all the narrator knelt before the man.  

 

The narrator knelt before the man. The stranger grabbed his hair and bent his 

head back. Then he leaned over him, gazing intently, and the machete came 

closer and closer till it touched the narrator‘s eyelids. The narrator shut his 

eyes. He opened his eyes again. The match-flame singed his lashes. And the 

Stanger disappeared. 

 

4. Read the following sentences and find out the patterns and the elements  

in the verb phrases.  

The patterns and the elements in the verb phrases 

a. (subject + verb + complement)- verb+ adjective 

b. (subject +verb + adverbial)- verb +  prepositional phrase 

c. (subject + verb + indirect object+  direct object)- verb + noun phrase + noun phrase 

d. (subject + verb + object+ object complement)- verb + noun phrase + adjective 

e. (subject + verb + object+ adverbial)- Verb + noun phrase +prepositional phrase. 

f. ( subject +verb+ adverbial)-  verb+  prepositional phrase 

g. (subject + verb + object + adverbial)- Verb + noun phrase + prepositional phrase. 

h. (subject + verb + complement)- Verb + adjective. 

SENTENCES 

 
The narrator knelt (subject + verb) - verb 

 

He ran through the street. (Subject + verb + adverbial) - Verb + prepositional phrase 
 

a. The stranger is intelligent. 

b. He stumbled into the plaza 

c. The hotel keeper gave the narrator a torch. 

d. The news channel‘s effort made the truth disclosed. 

e. The narrator placed the towel on the veranda. 
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f. He ran to the hotel room. 

g. He carried a big bag into the car. 

h . The hotel keeper is not happy 

 

5. Write against each of the following an appropriate expression you will use from the list 

given (Excuse me, beg your pardon, see you, I‘m sorry, you‘re welcome, pleased to meet 

you) 

 

SENTENCES         EXPRESSION 

a. At a function, while going to your seat, you accidently step on somebody‘s foot.------------------ 

b. You did your friend a favour. The friend thanks you.--------------------------------------------------- 

c. You are introduced to a guest. You shake hands with him.--------------------------------------------- 

d. You have to interrupt a conversation between two persons.------------------------------------------- 
 

e. You did not hear what your friend said. You want him to repeat it.----------------------------------- 

Hints 

a. I‘m sorry or pardon me 

b. You‘re welcome 

c. Pleased to meet you (Nice to meet you) 

d. Excuse me 

e. Beg your pardon or I‘m sorry 

 

6. Write sentences with different verb phrase patterns using each verb given and 

analyse the structure of the verb phrase in them.  

(Believe, think, want, wonder, argue, have, is)  

 

SENTENCES       STRUCTURE OF THE VERB 

a. Dr. Watson believes Sherlock Holmes‘ words. (verb + noun phrase) 
 

b.He believes that he is intelligent. (verb + clause) 
 

c. He believes James Mortimer to be intelligent. (verb+ to-infinitive) 

 
d.I think I heard a cry (verb + noun phrase) 
 
e.The stranger wants a match box ( verb + object) 

 
f.The narrator‘s friend wonder whether it is true ( verb + clause) 
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g. The hotel keeper argue that it is a silly matter (verb + clause) 

 
h. Mr. Sherlock Holmes is a good detective (verb + noun phrase) 

 
i. He has a vigilant dog (verb + noun phrase) 
 

 

7. Read the following passage and edit it suitably using appropriate editing codes 

Before he had his breakfast, mother ironed his clothes. So he could dress up 

immediately. Mother told him that he can take an auto to the school. He left 

silently as though he doesn‘t hear it. He decided walk to school. However, the 

more he walk, the most he became tired. I could he thought have taken an auto. 

But this is one way I could learn endure how to. (Use editing codes from Unit 1) 

 

Hints (add)- Mother ironed his clothes-mother had ironed his clothes 

T  (wrong tense) he can take an auto- he could take an auto 

T     (wrong tense) - he doesn‘t hear it- he hadn‟t heard it (add) - he decided walk 

decided to walk 

T  (wrong tense)- the more he walk-he walked 

WW   (wrong word) the most - the more    (add a comma)-  I could he - I could,he 

WO   (wrong word order) - learn endure how to - learn how to endure. 

P     (wrong punctuation) I could... how to - ‗I could,‘ he thought, ‗have  ...how to  

     endure.‘ 

 Other symbols we can use are 

 

WF   (wrong form)  The harder you work the best will be your achievements. 

WW (wrong word)  -patient, funny and kindly. 

T      (wrong tense)  In the last few weeks you don‘t have much fun 

. ^     (something missing) They arrived in Cochin 1st July. 

Sp.   (Wrong spelling)  confortable 

WO (wrong word order)  They haven‘t seen yet London. 

P     (wrong punctuation)  Look out. 

–”    (not necessary)   John came in and he sat out. 

?      (you don‘t understand 
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8. Read the following passage and edit it suitably using appropriate editing codes 

When his father die (a) in 2000, Rahim is (b) just fifteen years old. Then 

his family left Dubai and settled in Kerala. He studied for his higher 

secondary in one of the schools in his home town. He later take (c) a 

master's degree in English language and literature and became a college 

lecturer. He wanted to go back to Dubai where he spend (d) his boyhood 

days. He believes that if he did not come (e) back to Kerala he would 

have been a great business man. His close friend Abhiram used to tell 

him, 'If I were you I will (f) be contented to be a college lecturer'. 

9. Read the following passage and edit it suitably using appropriate editing codes 

 

He listened to the loud noise from the hillside. It occurrs to him that they were 

in the battle field. Once he has supposed that fight with the enemy country 

would be a thrilling experience. He gaze around him and was astonished to 

see the dust and smoke rising like a cloud. The trench in which he hide was so 

small that he could hardly breathe. Before he came out of it, all his friends 

went to their camps. 

10. Complete the following conversation suitably 

 

Hotel Keeper: Friend, my wife treats me very rudely demanding boquet. 

Narrator: Really? Why does she do that? 

Hotel Keeper: My fate, what else? ____________a___________? 

Narrator: she is also strict. But not rude I should say. 

Hotel Keeper: How can I manage her? 

Narrator: The more you protest, ____________b___________ 

Hotel Keeper: That's true. Your wife's a teacher, _______c______? 

Narrator: Yes. If your wife were a teacher ____________d___________ 

Hotel Keeper: Who knows? 

Narrator: ____________e___________? 

Hotel Keeper: Only once in a month I skip home. 
 

Narrator: Be a good husband friend. Your wife will like you very much. 
 

Hotel Keeper: You preach to me as though ____________f___________ 
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11. Complete the following conversation suitably 

Sherlock: You hid in the country for quite a long time, _______a______? 

Mortimer: Yes, I wanted to be the country practitioner. 

Sherlock: Any idea, ____________b___________? 

Mortimer: Almost one month. 

Sherlock: The quicker you came out ____________c___________ 

Mortimer: But then I wouldn't win the game. 

Sherlock: Even now you didn‘t _______d______? 

Mortimer: Yes. I won. But you comrades didn't accept it. 

Sherlock: You behave as if ____________e___________ 

Mortimer: You are also like the others, not accepting defeat. 

Sherlock: ____________f___________? 

Mortimer: No, I don't think I have done anything against the friendship 

 

12. A comparative study of the poems of T.S. Eliot  Skimbleshanks: The Railway 

Cat‘ and  The Mystery Cat.  (Use Course Book for the poem ―Skimbleshanks: 

The Railway Cat‘.) 

 

The Mystery Cat 
 

Macavity's a Mystery Cat: he's called the Hidden Paw-- 

For he's the master criminal who can defy the Law. 

He's the bafflement of Scotland Yard, the Flying Squad'sdespair: 

For when they reach the scene of crime--Macavity's notthere! 

Macavity, Macavity, there's no on like Macavity, 

He's broken every human law, he breaks the law ofgravity. 

His powers of levitation would make a fakir stare, 

And when you reach the scene of crime--Macavity's not there! 

You may seek him in the basement, you may look up in the air-- 

But I tell you once and once again, Macavity's not there! 

Macavity's a ginger cat, he's very tall and thin; 

You would know him if you saw him, for his eyes are sunken in. 

His brow is deeply lined with thought, his head is highly doomed; 
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His coat is dusty from neglect, his whiskers are uncombed. 

He sways his head from side to side, with movements like a snake; 

And when you think he's half asleep, he's always wide awake. 

Macavity, Macavity, there's no one like Macavity, 

For he's a fiend in feline shape, a monster of depravity. 

You may meet him in a by-street; you may see him in the square-- 

But when a crime's discovered, then Macavity's not there! 

He's outwardly respectable. (They say he cheats at cards.) 

And his footprints are not found in any file of Scotland Yard's. 

And when the larder's looted, or the jewel-case is rifled, 

Or when the milk is missing, or another Peke's been stifled, 

Or the greenhouse glass is broken, and the trellis past repair-- 

Ay, there's the wonder of the thing! Macavity's not there! 

And when the Foreign Office finds a Treaty's gone astray, 

Or the Admiralty lose some plans and drawings by the way, 

There may be a scap of paper in the hall or on the stair-- 

But it's useless of investigate--Macavity's not there! 

And when the loss has been disclosed, the Secret Service say: 

"It must have been Macavity!"--but he's a mile away. 

You'll be sure to find him resting, or a-licking of his thumbs, 

Or engaged in doing complicated long division sums. 

Macavity, Macavity, there's no one like Macacity, 

There never was a Cat of such deceitfulness and suavity. 

He always has an alibit, or one or two to spare: 

And whatever time the deed took place—MACAVITY WASN'T THERE! 

And they say that all the Cats whose wicked deeds are widely known 

(I might mention Mungojerrie, I might mention Griddlebone) 

Are nothing more than agents for the Cat who all the time 

Just controls their operations: the Napoleon of Crime! 



22 

 

The poem ―Macavity, the mystery cat is a different poem written by T.S. Eliot.  

It describes the idleness of the police by trying to make amusing of them. The police 

can‘t work out a crime and then they put the blame on a casual criminal.  Thus their 

load is lessened. The people laugh at the police.  They prove that they have accused 

cat of the crimes which they could not solve.  And the police are so stupid that they 

can‘t catch a little cat.   

 

Macavity is a tall and thin individual who is always up to some wrong.  He is 

too intelligent to leave any indication of his guilt.  There is never enough testimony to 

arrest him and he never found distantly near the mystery of crime.   In the poem, 

Skimbleshanks, the Railway cat, the poet describes the cat as ordinary human person.  

The poem gives the sense of a travel in the train.   

 

Here the poet describes the importance and significance of skimbleshanks 

apparently being the most important one on board this Night mail express and how he 

caters to the requirements of the passengers and the general security of the train. 

 

His brows are deeply lining as a result of continuous planning of crime.  He is 

mistreated by society and wears a dirty coat.  Macavity has buried and highly doomed 

eyes.  He never combs his whisker and thus bears chaotic.  He spends his time 

plotting for his unlawful acts and how to carry them out.  The head of the cat in the 

poem Skimbleshanks: The Railway Cat‘ is highly domed.  His whiskers are 

uncombed.  But the coat of the cat in the poem “The Mystery Cat‖ is dusty from 

neglect.  He swings his head from side to side. 

 

Prepared by 

 

M.J. Mathai 

St.Mary‟s H.S. For Girls 

Cherthala 
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     UNIT III 

 

REALITY TO REEL 
 

 

1. Read the following passage from „Tea-shops in Malayalam Cinema‟ and answer the 

questions that follow.  

 

A customer at a tea-shop was regarded as simply an individual, not as a member of particular caste 

or community. These individuals were also, in a sense, self- exiled from their families. Persons who 

were considered worthless or insignificant in their families often achieved a certain dignity at a tea-

shop. In serving as a space for free interaction of individuals who come from diverse social 

backgrounds, a tea-shop is no different from a cinema theatre. The atmosphere of a tea-shop often 

becomes tastier than the tea and snacks served! It is, therefore, not surprising that tea-shops played 

and continue to play, a significant role in energising the narrative of many Malayalam films.  

 

 1. What does the expression ‗simply an individual‘ imply?  

 2. Why is the tea-shop a favourite hang-out for some people?  

 3. Why do you think attending a tea shop is a self exile?  

 4. What sort of people are considered ‗worthless and insignificant‘ in their families?  

5.  How, according to the author is ‗a tea-shop no different from a theatre‘? 

6.  Pick out two social spaces mentioned in the paragraph.  

 7. Categorise the words given in brackets into two and complete the table below.  

   (Insignificant, particular, regard, diverse, consider, come)  

 

A.  Come 

B.  Particular 

 

C. 

D. 

E. 

F. 

II. Read the following passage from „Tea-shops in Malayalam Cinema‟ and answer the 

questions that follow.  

 

 The tea-shop represents a time and space free from the drudgery of work, and therefore 

teems with a wide cross-section of society. Along with genial villagers, one also finds local toughs, 
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political workers and, of course, a host of strangers at the tea-shop. The sheer variety of the 

customers and the possible activities - reading newspapers, exchanging local news, discussing 

politics, gossiping or just chatting - makes the tea-shop an ideal place to reveal the ‗messages‘ and  

concerns of the film. In every film which depicts the conflict between the individual/family and 

society, the tea-shop, one can say, is a prominent character.  

 

1. Why is ‗tea-shop‘ a favourite space for many customers?  

2. What purpose do tea-shop scenes serve in films?  

3. The variety of food served in a local tea-shop is very limited. But it offers other two varieties. 

What are they?  

4. Cite an instance each from the passage in which the linking word ‗and‘ connects two noun 

phrases.  

5.  How does a tea shop help in conveying the message of a film?  

 6. Find out from the passage the word which is opposite in meaning to ‗conceal‘.  

 

III. Read the following passage from 'Sunshine through the Rain' and answer the questions 

 that follow.  

The boy's house.  

 

As he walks up to the house, he finds Mother standing under the eaves of the gatehouse. 

  

Mother: You watched something you shouldn't have. I can't let you in. An angry fox came looking 

for you. He left this for you.  

Mother hands the boy a baton. The boy turns it in his hands and finds it is a sheath  

that encloses a dagger. The boy draws out the dagger and then puts it back into the  

sheath.  

 

Mother: You are supposed to kill yourself. Go quickly and ask their forgiveness.  Give the knife  

back and tell them how sorry you are.  

Mother turns, walks to the front door, half closes the door and turns.  

 

Mother: They don't usually forgive. You must be ready to die. Get going. Unless they forgive you, I 

can't let you in.  

 

Boy: But I don't know where they live.  

 

Mother: You'll find out. On a day like this, there are always rainbows. Foxes live under rainbows.  

The Mother closes the door on the boy's face.  

 

1. What advice does the mother give the boy to save him from the foxes‘ anger?  

2. Do you think the mother is being cruel to the boy? Justify your answer.  

3. 'On a day like this, there are always rainbows.' What is the speciality of the day referred to here?  

4. Pick out any two sentences from the above passage that are commands or directions.  

 

IV. Read the following lines and attempt the questions that follow:-  

 

And those who are successful,  

Be always on your guard,  

Success walks hand in hand with failure  
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Along Hollywood boulevard.  

 I wish my life a non-stop Hollywood movie-show,  

 A fantasy-world of celluloid villains and heroes,  

 Because celluloid heroes never feel any pain  

 And celluloid heroes never really die.  

 

Questions:-  

 

a. Poet views ―life is a non-stop Hollywood movie show‖. Why?  

b. ―Success walks hand in hand with failure‖. Do you agree with line? Why? 

c. Why does the poet say the celluloid heroes never die?  

d. ―And those who are successful......‖ Who is ―those‖ referred to here?  

 

V.  Read the following lines from 'Celluloid Heroes' and answer the questions that follow.  

 

 Everybody's a dreamer and everybody's a star,  

 And everybody's in movies, it doesn't matter who you are.  

 There are stars in every city,  

 In every house and on every street,  

 And if you walk down Hollywood boulevard  

 Their names are written in concrete!  

 

1. What does the expression 'Everybody is in movies' signify?  

2. In what sense is 'Everybody a star'?  

3. Which place is referred to in these lines?  

4. The line, 'Their names are written in concrete!' can suggest two meanings. Explain.  

 

 

 DISCOURSES 
 

Competencies to be tested;-  

 -Prepares questions relevant to the context  

 -Makes use of the features of questions  

 

1. On behalf of the Film Club of your School, you have decided to interview a well-known Film     

 Director from your district. Prepare 6 questions you would like to ask him.  

        (You may include question on his personal details, his career, achievements, awards,etc...)  

 

Competencies to be tested:-  

 -prepares a notice  

 -makes use of the layout of a notice  

 

2. Imagine that your school conducts a Film Festival on behalf of the English Club. You have 

decided    to show only the early Malayalam art films in the festival. The local film artist will 

inaugurate  the festival. Prepare a notice for the Festival.  
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Competencies to be tested:-  

 -prepares news report based on the event  

 -makes use of the features of a good news report  

 

 

3. The Film Club of your school conducted a Film Festival in your school.  The films mentioned in 

the article ―Tea shops in Malayalam Cinema‖ were shown. Dr. C.S. Venkiteswaran himself 

inaugurated the festival.   Prepare a news report on the Film Festival to be published in the news 

paper.  

 

Competencies to be tested:-  

 -Prepares a brochure  

 -makes use of the features of a brochure  

 

4. Your school would like to conduct a Film Festival. Remember it is the First film festival in your 

school. Only children's films are included in the fsestival. A famous child-artist of your locality will  

inaugurate the festival. Prepare a brochure .  

 

Competencies to be tested:-  

 -prepares a profile making use of the details given  

 -makes use of the features of a profile like proper linkers.  

 -converts detils into sentences  

 

5. On behalf of the English Club and the Film Club of your school you decided to collect the details 

of famous film personalities all over the world. One such detail is given below. Make a profile of 

the person.  

 

Name  : Resul  Pookutty 

Birth  : 1971,  Vilakkupara, Kollam 

Education : Graduation from Film and Television  

Career : Sound designer, sound editor, sound mixer 

Achievements:  established the impact of sound designing in enhancing the experience of a film 

Awards  :Oscar Award for the Best Sound Mixing for the film ―Slumdog Millionaire  

 

Competencies to be developed:-  

 -prepares a brochure  

 -makes use of the features of a brochure  

 

6. On behalf of your English Club you are going to conduct a Film Festival in your school. Prepare  

an attractive poster highlighting all the the specialities of the festival.  

 

Competencies to be developed:-  

 -prepares a report based on the theme  

 -makes use of the features of a report  

 

7. You are the Convenor of English Literary Club . You conducted a seminar on ―Tea shops in Early 

Malayalam Films & Present day Films‖ on the eve of English Day Celebration. You attended the 

seminar and shared your views in it. Draft a report of the seminar.  

Competencies to be developed:-  

 -describes a person  

 -prepares the character of a person  

 -attempts character study and makes a write-up  
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8.  In the film ―Sunshine through the rain‖ (Akira Kurosova) you saw that though the boy disobeys 

his mother he turns out to be a symbol of childish innocence and courage. Prepare a character 

sketch of the boy  

 

Competencies:  

 -Prepares a speech  

 -Makes use of the features of a speech  

 

9.  In connection with the Film Festival organised in your school, you are asked to deliver a speech 

on the ‗Social Relevance of Films'. Prepare the speech in about 120 words.  

 

 (Hints: films - not just a medium of entertainment - reflects the issues of the society  

 - documents culture - provides messages - society‘s beliefs, customs, dress codes,  

 food habits etc.)  

 

Competencies:  

 -Prepares speech  

 -Makes use of the features of a speech  

 

10.  Imagine that the literary club of your school is organising a competition in speech. The topic 

given is ‗The role of tea-shops in Kerala‘s social life‘ Prepare a speech in about 60 words in the 

light of the article ‗Tea-shops in Malayalam Cinema‘.  

 

Competencies:  

 -Drafts a write-up  

 -Makes use of the features of a write-up  

 

11.  'Certain stock scenes in films assume significance when we look at them through another 

perspective.' Do you agree with this statement? Prepare a write-up in about 120 words expressing 

your views in the light of the article 'Tea-shops in Malayalam Cinema'.  

 

 (Hints: ordinary things assume significance on a deeper analysis - tea-shops in  

 Malayalam cinema - a way side shop for tea and snacks - platform for public discourse  

 - secular space - communal harmony - worthless persons gain dignity - energises the  

 narrative of the cinema)  

 

LANGUAGE ELEMENTS 

 
Competencies:  

-Uses language elements relevant to the context  

     

1. Look at the following word-pyramid.  

    Villagers  

                     The villagers  

     The genial villagers  

   The genial villagers at the tea-shop  

 The genial villagers at the tea-shop who discuss politics  

 

Now, construct a similar word-pyramid with the word   'boys'.  
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2. Complete the following sentences suitably.  

 

1. This is the shirt which----------------------------------------------.  

2. I met the poet who--------------------------------------------------.  

3. This is the park where-----------------------------------------------.  

4 . This is Rahul whose------------------------------------------------.  

 

3. Look at the sentences given below. Here the underlined part is the object of the verb.  

Rajeev believes that he is the most brilliant student in the school.  

 

Complete the following sentences in the same pattern .  

1. Akhil shouted that------------------------------------------------.  

2. The minister tells that---------------------------------------------.  

 

4. Study the following sentences carefully  

 

 We met a man yesterday.  

 He is my uncle.  

The man whom we met yesterday is my uncle.  

 

Combine the following pairs in the same way.  

 

1. This a beautiful house. Reghu bought it recently.  

2. We visited the place. An ancient university was situated there.  

3. Kiran is an expert in Physics. He came to inaugurate our Science Club.  

4. This is rainy season. Now fever spreads very fast.  

 

5. Competencies to be tested:-  

-edits and refines a loosely written passage.  

 Ravi, a student of Std. X wrote a passage about his liking for stories. He has committed 

 some errors in it. Please edit it.  

 

I love stories. My friends tell me a tragic story yesterday. Tragic stories make me cry. I cry for an 

hour. My friend Sasi narrate the incident to everyone. All my friends mock me now.  

 

Prepared by 

Dominic Sebastian A.J. 

Govt. DVHSS 

Charamangalam 
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UNIT 4 

 
UPON THE THORNS OF LIFE 

 
CO'S TO BE CONSIDERED FOR EVALUATION 

 

 

1. Reads and comprehends the theme and features of characters in a story. 

2. Reads and appreciates a story/paragraph and writes responses. 

3. Reads a story/passage and constructs various discourses such as dialogues, reports,diary, 

 posters, placards, profile, write-up, narratives, descriptions, slogans, captions etc. 

4. reads unfamiliar passages, comprehends them , and guesses the meanings of unfamiliar words 

5. Writes events in a story/ passage in a logical sequence using suitable cohesive devices. 

6. Writes one's own opinions and justifications based on a visual or  a report 

7. reads and grasps the theme of poems. 

8. Reads and appreciates poems. 

9. Reads and identifies poetic craft. 

10. Uses appropriate discourse markers and for effective communication using question tags,  

Conditionals etc. 

11. Reports what some one said. 

12. Guesses meanings of words and identifies antonyms and synonyms in appropriate contexts. 

13. Improves accuracy in communication by using prepositions, articles and linkers. 

14. Edits a passage by identifying various types of errors. 

15. Writes letters and notices to communicate messages/information. 

16. Reads and comprehends the data/information given by decoding the information. 

17. Reads and analyses the text critically. 

 

                             TEXTUAL  ANALYSIS 

Reading comprehension of  textual passages  

 

An excert can be taken from either any of the extended prose texts or detailed prose texts from the 

reader. 

Questions to test different levels of comprehension – inferential, interpretive, and evaluate 

Questions to test vocabulary- antonyms, synonyms, one word substitution etc. 

Question to assess learner's competence to use language elements without labeling them explicitly. 

 

Question I 

Competencies : reads and analyses literary pieces 

                          uses language elements contexually 

Read the following passage and answer the following questions 

 

                                       THE BEGGAR AND THE KING  

 

THE BEGGAR: O king, thou hast commanded me not to beg in the streets for bread, for the noise 

of my voice offends thee. Now therefore do I likewise command thee to remove thy crown from thy 

forehead and throw it from yonder window into the street? For when thou hast thrown thy crown 

into the street, then will I no longer be obliged to beg?  

THE KING: Fie! Thou commandest me! Thou, a beggar from the streets, commandest me, a king, 
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to remove my crown from my forehead and throw it from yonder window into the street!  

THE BEGGAR: That is what I said.  

THE KING: Why, dost thou not know I can have thee slain for such words?  

THE BEGGAR: No. Thou canst not have me slain. The spears of thy soldiers are as straws against 

my body.  

THE KING: Ha! We shall see if they are. We shall see!  

THE SERVANT: O king, it is indeed true. It is even as he has told thee.                                                    

THE BEGGAR: I have required thee to remove thy crown from thy forehead. If thou wilt throw it 

from yonder window into the street, my voice will cease to annoy thee any more. But if thou refuse, 

then thou wilt wish thou hadst never had any crown at all. For thy days will be filled with a terrible 

foreboding and thy nights will be full of horrors, even as a ship is full of rats. 

 

1. What does the crown stand for? 

2. What does the beggar imply by throwing the crown into the street? 

3. If thou wilt throw it from yonder window into the street, my voice will cease to annoy thee  any 

more.  But if thou refuse, then thou wilt wish thou hadst never had any crown at all.  What does 

the beggar anticipate? 

4. The beggar was brought into the royal chamber. He commanded the king to throw away          

  the crown to the street. Combine the two sentences using appropriate relative pronoun.  

 

5.  THE KING          :    Don't beg any more. 

    THE BEGGAR   :    I-I do not understand. 

 

                What did the king ask the beggar? 

                What was the beggar's reply?     

          

                Answers 

1. The crown stands for power. 

2. The beggar implies that transferring political power from royal palace to the common people 

who live in the street. 

3. The beggar anticipates the democratic setup will be established one day. The collective energy of 

the common people will become a hurricane that sweeps away the ivory towers of power. 

4. The beggar who was brought into the royal chamber, commanded the king to throw away 

the crown into the street. 

5The king commanded the beggar not to beg anymore. 

 The beggar replied that he didn't understand. 
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Question II 

Competencies:   Reads, analyses and appreciates the given poem. Identifies the poetic craft. 

Read the following lines from the poem 'Cactus' and answer the questions 

  

       Thorns are my languages  

        I announce my existence  

       With a bleeding touch.  

      Once these thorns were flowers.  

       I loathe lovers who betray.  

       Poets have abandoned the deserts  

       To go back to the gardens.  

       Only camels remain here, and merchants,  

       Who trample my blooms to dust? 

 

1. How does the plant announce its existence? 

2. Which line tells us that the cactus had a glorious past? 

3. Find out the figure of speech used here? 

4. Find out the line which tells us that poets are opportunists 

5. find out images from the stanza 

 

Answers 

 

1. The plant announces it's existence with a bleeding touch. 

2. 'Once these thorns were flowers 

3. The figure of speech used here is metaphor. The word 'language' is a very important metaphor in 

the poem. It speaks the language of thorns which is sharp and piercing. 

4 .  ''Poets have abandoned the deserts to go back to the gardens.''  

5. Visual images are - the cactus(represents the marginalized)  

               Flowers (images of garden) 

              Camels, merchants, thorns (images of desert) 

Tactile images-  thorns, bleeding touch 

 

Question III 

Competencies: Reads, analyses and appreciates the given poem 

                          Identifies the poetic craft 

 

This life is sweetest; in the wood  

I hear no children cry for food;  

I see no woman, white with care;       

No man, with muscles wasting here. 

  

No doubt it is a selfish thing  

To fly from human suffering;  

No doubt he is a selfish man,  

Who shuns poor creatures sad and wan?  

 

1. Which line brings out the hard working nature of men in the wood? 

2. What does the word 'white' in line 3 imply? 

3. What is the rhyme scheme here? 

4. How do men's muscles get wasted? 

5. What is a selfish thing according to the poet? 
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Answers 

 

1. No man, with muscle wasting here. 

2. To become pale due to weariness. 

3. The rhyme scheme is aabb  

4. In cities men do not get enough opportunities to work. So their muscles get wasted. 

5. According to the poet it is selfish on his part to abandon the city life which is full of 

human sufferings. 

 

Question IV 

Competencies: Prepares notice 

                          Make use of features of a notice 

Notices are of two types 

1Notice to notice board. 

2programme notice including invitation and programme. 

 

Notice to notice board 

 

English club of your school has planned to stage the play 'The Beggar and The King' in your school. 

Being the secretary of the club you have to prepare a notice. How would it be? 

 

Notice 

 

'The Beggar and the King' 
 

Dear teachers and students, 

                  The English Club of our school has planned to enact thefamous play 'The Begger and 

The King' by Winthrop Parkhurst. It will be on 3
rd

 January 2012 at 10.00 am  in  the scool hall. It 

will be inaugurated by our respected head mistress Mrs. Subhadra Devi.  All teachers and students 

are invited to the function. 

                   

                   29.12.2011                                                           sd/- 

 

                   Karumady                                                        Secretary (10 A) 

                                                           

                                          Programme notice including programme and invitation 

 

Micro level questions regarding the notice can be asked while students are processing individual

     notice 

 

 Who arranges the programme? 

 What is the programme? 

 When it is arranged? 

 Where it is arranged? 

 Who is the chief guest? 

 To whom the notice is meant for? 

 Who issues the notice? 

 Has he put the signature (sd/) at the end?                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
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Programme notice 

 

A programme notice has three parts 

 

1. title 

2. invitation  

3. programme(order of events) 

  

In connection with The School English Fest, you have decided to enact the play ''Begger and the 

King'' on the stage. A ceremony has been arranged. Chief guest will be the DDE of Alappuzha. 

Prepare a notice including programmes. How would it be? 

   1
st
 page 

ENGLISH CLUB FEST. 

2012 
G.H.S.KARUMADY 

 

Date: 3
rd

 January 

Venue: school auditorium 

Variety entertainments 

 

   2
nd

 page 

   

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

          The School English club has decided to celebrate the English Fest on 3
rd

 January 2012. The 

inauguration ceremony will be held at the school auditorium at 10.00 am. The DDE of Alappuzha 

has kindly consented to inaugurate the ceremony. The main programme is the enactment of the play 

''The Beggar and The King'' which will be followed by variety entertainments.                                                           

                                                             All are invited. 
          

 

03/01/12                                                                                                                   sd/- 

Alappuzha                                                                                                           Convenor  

 

III rd page  

                                                                           Programme 

                                            

                                     Prayer                                :       School Choir 

                                     Welcome speech                :      Convener (English club) 

                                     Presidential address          :       School head mistress 

                                     Inaugural address             :        The DDE, Alappuzha 

                                     Felicitations                      :        The DEO,Kuttanadu 

                                     Vote of thanks                   :        School Leader 

 

                                                   'THE BEGGAR AND THE KING' 

                                                         Variety of entertainments           

                                                            National Anthem                                            
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Question V 

Competencies: Prepares friendly letters  

                          Makes use of features of a informal letter 

 

The English club of your school has already staged the play ''the Beggar and the King'' .Write a 

letter to your friend about the theme of the play. 

 

                                                                                                                 Karumady, 

                                                                                                                 04.01.2012 

Dear Anu, 

 

                      How are you? Hope you are well. I am fine here. How were your Christmas holidays? 

How is your family? Do you want to know how I spent my holidays? I was very busy at that time. 

We organised our English club fest on 3
rd

 January. The main attraction of the fest was the play- 

 ''The Beggar and the King'' by Winthrop Parkhurst. 

                      The play is based on the theme poverty and suffering. There are only three characters. 

The king, servant and a beggar. The title of the play is bit amazing. It gives a clue to the entire play, 

as it challenges the popular notion that the King is more important than the Beggar. Here the king  

tries to silence the beggar. Towards the end of the play the Beggar overpowers the King. The king  

even says;‘ How! Am I afraid of a Beggar?'' 

                       The play begins with the cry of the Beggar; ''Bread, Bread, Bread, Give me some 

bread.'' We see the king and servant on the stage. The beggar appears only later. The beggar's cry for 

bread annoys the king. The king occupies the seat of power with the least concern for the poor. 

Beggar is not an ordinary person; he is determined to fight for his rights. His words anticipate the 

impending revolutionary movements against dictatorship. If you have time you shall read this play. 

It has some contemporary relevance. 

 

                        Convey my loving regards to all. Let's meet next month 

                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                              Yours lovingly 

                                                                                                                                     Vidya 

                                                                                                                                         sd/- 

 

 

Question VI 

Competencies: Drafts a write-up 

                         Makes use of the features of a write-up 

 

The play Beggar and the King begins with the cry of the beggar. We see only the king and servant 

on the stage. The beggar appears only later. What is the dramatic significance of the beggar crying? 

loudly for bread. What is its contemporary relevance? 
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 In the play ''the beggar and the king ''Winthrop parkhurst celebrates 

the voice of the voiceless. There are only three characters, the king, the servant and the beggar. The 

play begins with the cry of the beggar,'' Bread, Bread, Give me some bread.'' We see only the king 

and the servant on the stage. The beggar appears only later. It establishes the fact that the king is 

insensitive even to the basic needs of the people. The beggar's cry for bread annoys the king. The 

king occupies the seat of power with the least concern for the poor. The servant supports the king 

with devotion. But he can't ignore the presence of the downtrodden. The beggar represents the 

miserable plight of the poor and the landless. The king ignores the poverty and suffering of the 

people. His language has only limited scope with no organic knowledge of life, on the other hand 

the beggar speaks a lot and that too quite powerfully. He is proud enough to say that to be a beggar  

is not so bad as to be a king. 

 

Question VII 

Competencies: Drafts a write-up 

                           Makes use of the features of a write-up 

 

The incident described in the play'' The Beggar and The King'' is symbolic and can occur at any  

time, at any place and in any part of the world. Comment on the statement and prepare a write-up. 

 

 

        In the play ''The Beggar and The King'' Winthrop Parkhurst makes use of symbolism to the 

maximum. Words, characters, actions are highly symbolic. The incident described is symbolic and 

can occur at any time, place and in any part of the world. As long as hunger and poverty exist, the 

play will be relevant. The king's men cut off the beggar's tongue, but it grows immediately. No 

dictator can suppress the voice of truth forever. It will rise again. The crown stands for power. 

Throwing the crown into the street is a symbolic act of transferring political power from the royal 

palace to the common people who live in the street. 

 

Question VIII 

Competencies:  prepares a character sketch 

  

The Beggar in the play ''Beggar and the King'' is not an ordinary human being. When his tongue 

was cut he has grown another. When he was killed he gets another life. Who does the Beggar 

represent in the play? Prepare a character sketch of the beggar. 

 

  

 In Winthrop Parkhurst's play ''The Beggar and The King'' there are 

three characters. They are not presented as individuals, but only types. Each character is an 

ideological image. The power structure operates in the play is centred on the king. He can be the 

representative of any autocratic ruler. He is insensitive even to the basic needs of people. The 

Beggar is not an ordinary person. He is determined to fight for his rights. The Beggar makes it clear 
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that he'll not accept a king who is deaf to the pleadings of his subjects. He speaks a lot and that too 

quite powerfully. Metaphors adorn his language and it shows that he enjoys some sort of freedom in 

his act of utterance. He is proud enough to say that to be a Beggar is not so bad as to be a king. 

 

 

Question IX 

Competencies: Reads and analyses the literary piece 

 

                        Then after the tenth year, the prisoner sat immovably at the table and read nothing 

but the Gospel. It seemed strange to the banker that a man who in four years had mastered six 

hundred learned volumes should waste nearly a year over one thin book easy of comprehension. 

Theology and histories of religion followed the Gospels.  

1. After the tenth year of confinement what type of book did the lawyer select to read? 

2. What made the banker look strange? 

3.  Find out a word which means any of the first 4 books of The New Testament? 

4. Combine the two sentences using appropriate relative pronoun  

              The lawyer had mastered 600 big books in 4 years.  

              Now he takes 1 year over book. 

  

 Question X 

                                Diary 

Diary is a book in which one writes one‘s daily experience, records private thoughts and feelings. 

            What is expected in a diary? 

 

1. Proper arrangements of incidents 

2. first person narrative 

3. Events other than routine ones 

4 . The emotional language 

5. Past tense to express what happened 

6. Present tense to express personal feelings 

7. Title(optional) 

8. Date and day 

 

1. The lawyer relieves himself of the pain of solitary confinement by pouring down his thoughts in 

his diary. Prepare the likely diary entry. 

 

2. Write a diary entry of the banker on the day of the prisoner‘s flight. 

 

Question XI 

 

                                       Profile 

 

Profile is a short write-up about an individual. It is a brief biographical sketch that transforms dry 

facts and dull statistics about a person into an interesting composition. They are more than a who- 

What-when-where-why description of facts. A good profile reveals feelings, exposes attitudes and 

Mannerisms. Linguistic elements are to be considered while preparing a profile. 
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1. Name 

2. age 

3. Birth place  

4. Profession 

5. achievements 

6. Honors/awards 

7. hobbies 

8. death 

 

Scaffolding questions 

 

1.Have you given a title  

2.Who are his parents? 

3.When and where he was born? 

4.How did he spend his leisure time? 

5.What were his hobbies? 

6.Where did he study? 

7.Has he got any awards? 

8.What were his discoveries? 

9.What made him popular? 

10.What kind of man was he? 

11.When did he pass away? 

 

Name:   K. Sachidananthan 

Born: 1946 

Famous as : poet, teacher, editor, translator  

Education : M.A.  In English, University of Kerala    

                    Doctorate in post structuralist literary theory   

 (University of Calicut) 

Profession : Professor of English, at Christ College, Irinjalakkuda. 

Influenced by : Mayakovski, Neruda, Brecht, Cesar Vallejo  

Major works :  Published 19 collection of poetry, Anchusuryan ,  

Translated poems of several European, Indian, Latin American, 

African and Asian poets into Malayalam  

 

 

Question XII 

Competencies: Drafts a write-up 

 

The characters in the one act play 'The Beggar and The King' are true representatives of the present 

society. Do you agree with this statement? Prepare a write-up in about 120 words. 

 

(Hints: Beggar cries for bread-the cries annoy the King- orders to send him away-cries louder soldiers cut off his 

tongue- cries again- slain by the soldiers- regains life- commands the King-proclaims his strength.) 
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Question XIII 

Competencies: Drafts a write-up 

 

''No dictator can suppress the suffering millions forever'' Comment on the statement in the light of 

the play 'The Beggar and The King' and prepare a write-up in about 120 words. 

 

Question  XIV 

Competencies: Drafts a write-up 

 

The beggar in the play 'The Beggar and The King' and the lawyer in the story 'The Bet' are the  

victims of suffering. In your views, whose suffering is more severe? Express your views comparing 

the characters in about 120 words. 

  

Question XV 

Competencies: prepares review 

Hope you have enjoyed the play 'The Beggar and The King'. Prepare a brief review of the play in 

about 120 words. 

 

Question XVI 

Competencies: prepares announcement 

 

The Arts club of your school has decided to stage the play 'The Beggar and The King' . Prepare 

a text for announcement before the staging of the play. 

 

Question XVII 

Competencies: prepares character sketch 

  

The Servant in the play 'The Beggar and The King' plays an important role. Though he supports  

the King he never negates the demands of the Beggar. Prepare the character sketch of the servant. 

 

 

Question XVIII 

Competencies: Prepares paragraphs 

 

'My strength is greater than a mountain and my words are more fearful than a hurricane. With one  

breath  of my mouth I can blow over this whole palace''. Is the beggar in the play a mere beggar or 

something more than that? Prepare a write-up in about 60 words 

 

Question XIX 

Competencies: prepares formal letter 

 

The king in the play is a typical character who always tries to cling to his throne of power without  

giving care and protection to his subjects. Prepare a letter of complaint to the king urging him to 

take immediate measures to eradicate poverty. 

 

Question XX 

Competencies: drafts a write-up 

 

'Your books have given me wisdom. I know that I am wiser than all of you'. The Bet emphasizes the 

idea that life of a human being is far more valuable than money. Do you agree with this statement? 

Prepare a brief write-up in about 120 words justifying the statement. 
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(hints : heated debate- lawyer believes life is better than death-banker believes death penalty is 

better than life imprisonment-two different paths of life-banker refuses to face his own morality-

tries to murder the lawyer-path of the lawyer-faces his own way of life for money-falls into despair-

total indifference towards money-learned about the meaninglessness of life and liberty) 

 

Question XXI 

Competencies: drafts a write-up 

                          

In ‗The Bet' Chekhov uses conflict compared with detailed description of characters' emotion. 

Comment on it. Prepare a write-up in about 120 words. 

 

(hints: starts with the conflict-man against man-begins with a heated debate- on capital punishment 

against life imprisonment-story continues- the vehicle of conflict comes into the lawyer-faces inner 

turmoil’s of both the characters-in the end the conflict again comes-lawyer totally against life and  

wealth-banker plotted against to murder him- in a shocked condition) 

 

Question XXII 

Competencies: drafts a write-up 

 

The characters of Chekhov in ‗The Bet‘ have universal appeal. Chekhov endorses neither the banker 

nor the lawyer. Express your views in about 120 words 

 

(hints: introduction of characters in the beginning itself-never named-simply called by profession- 

no tale of two person- in general- qualities of the lawyer-eager, dynamic and argumentative-

changes physically and spiritually-banker materialistic-tries to kill the lawyer-shocked by the total 

indifference towards money-one based on fear of losing money-other based on loath for living) 

 

Question XXIII    Competencies: drafts a write up 

 

Although the Bet is written in third person narrative, we can see it is told from the bankers point 

of view. But it does not sympathize. Do you agree with this? Prepare a short write-up in about 

120 words. 

 

(hints: Chekhov uses third person narrative- helps to convey the theme of the story better-goes deep 

into the thoughts and feelings of the characters-when the story develops, it is told from the banker's 

point of view-but does not sympathize with him-in the end it becomes stronger- when reads the 

lawyer's letter-  he says 'at no other time, even when he had lost heavily on the Stock Exchange, had 

he felt so great a contempt for himself) 

 

Question XXIV 

Competencies:  drafts a write up 

 

The loser in The Bet is the banker himself. Do you agree with this comment? Explain in about 120 

words. 

 

(hints: the banker made a deal with the lawyer-lawyer accepted it-the lawyer stayed in confinement 

for15 years without breaking the terms and conditions – and transformed into a spiritual man-he 

had escaped from the worldly ties- and is radiant with the wisdom of a saint- in the end the banker 

states at no other time, even when he had lost heavily on the Stock Exchange, had he felt so great a 

contempt for himself) 
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 GRADING INDICATORS 

 

Speech (written form) 

 

Introduced the topic well 

Logically and appropriately divided the topic into its component ideas. 

The topic was developed with a variety of supporting materials. 

The speaker has chosen the language carefully to present the ideas. 

Concluded the speech effectively. 

Presented speakers own views in the speech. 

The presentation was effective- rousing interest/ emotions. 

The speaker's overall performance was appealing to this particular audience 

The speaker used a clear pattern of organization that is closely related to the central theme. 

The speech was spontaneous and mind blowing. 

 

Creative writing  
 

Title. 

Conveying the theme/ message 

Suitable structure  

Proper initiation and ending  

Described the background of the theme 

Strategies were used 

Style of writing 

Organization  of sentences  

Selection of words 

Imagination is present. 

Portraits are included  

Description is good 

Use of punctuations. 

Originality. 

Experiences are comprehensive. 

 

Appreciation(poem) 
 

Identified the central theme. 

Interpreted the meaning of the theme 

Used apt usages 

Identified the appreciation elements like figures of speech, romantic elements, images , 

    tone, rhythm, wave etc. 

Included personal views. 

Organized the view in a proper way. 

Proper initiation. 

Used appropriate language. 

Social view. 

Multiple reading of the text. 

Varied meanings. 
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Diary 

Date/period 

Natural language 

First person narrative. 

Emotive expression. 

Self expressions. 

Personal reflections. 

Style of narration. 

Relevant to the context. 

Informal language. 

 

Interview 

   Planning 

 

knowledge about the person 

Knowledge about the issue. 

Clear and specific questions. 

Variety of questions 

sequencing of  questions 

 

   Report 

Consolidation of the collected data. 

Appropriate language 

Organization of ideas 

Title 

 

Conversation 

 

Identifying relationships and ages of persons engaged in the conversation 

Apt beginning and ending  

Relevant to the context 

Clarity in presentation 

Use of suitable vocabulary 

Clarity of ideas 

Apt responses of the second party 

Sound modulation 

Appropriate use of sentences and sentence pieces 

 

 

 

Question XXVI 

Competencies: drafts a write up 

 

Anton Chekhov's short story 'The Bet' is an ironical play. Substantiate. 

 

(hints: roles of the main characters play contradict their occupations-banker suppose to be a 

person who can wisely manage money- happens to be one who engages in a foolish bet of blowing 

2million rubles- the lawyer is a person who helps people to come out of jail-but he ends up in jail 

himself- in the end the prisoner feels liberated from all the ties- the banker feeling confined into his 

thoughts) 
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Question XXVII 

Competencies: Prepares notice (Look out) 

 

Towards the end of the 15 years of confinement the lawyer escaped 5 hours before the fixed time. 

The banker, who had even plotted to murder the lawyer, was shocked. Then he tried to find out the 

lawyer who was missing. He decided to give a look out notice in a popular daily. How would it be? 

Prepare a lookout notice. 
 

QUESTION XXVIII 

Competencies: Prepare a speech 

 

The beggar in the play ―The Beggar and The King‖ anticipates the end of dictatorship and the 

emergence of democratic system in that country. Recently we have witnessed many uprisings 

against dictatorship in some parts of the world. In this context make a speech highlighting the 

importance of democracy in the world. 

 

QUESTION XXIX 

Competencies: Prepare slogans and placards 

 

Prepare slogans against dictatorship 

LIBERTY IS THE BEST SURETY 

WE ARE OUR RULERS WE MAKE RULES 

WE ARE BORN FREE; LET US LIVE FREE 

NO MORE CHAINS, NO MORE TIES- WE ARE ONE 

ERADICATE POVERTY 

POVERTY IS A CURSE 

 

  LANGUAGE ELEMENTS 

 

 A. Complete the following sentences using the relative pronouns given below 

                         (Who,Whose,Which,Where,Whom) 

1.A cemetery is a place               people are buried. 

2.An orphan is a child                    parents are lost. 

3.I don't know the name of the woman                  I spoke on the phone 

4.What is the name of the man                  came here yesterday 

5.My father brought me a mobile phone             is very expensive 

 

B. Link the   sentences using appropriate relative pronouns given below 

              (Who, that, whose, which, when, where, whom) 

1. There is woman living next door .She is a doctor. 

2. John is away from home a lot. His job needs a lot of traveling.  

3. The new stadium will be opened next month. It can hold one lakh people 

4. Ooty is the coldest city here.  My brother lives there. 

5. Mary is a doctor. I met her yesterday. 

6. We stayed at the hotel. Ann recommended it to us. 

7. I reached the hotel at night. It was raining. 
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C. Read the piece of conversation and answer the questions. 

 

1. Swami   : ‗What will the teacher think if I go so late?‘  

Father    : ‗Tell him you had a headache and so are late.‘ 

 What did Swami ask his father? 

 What suggestion did his father tell him? 

 

       2.   Samuel    : ‗Swaminathan, where is your homework?‘             

             Swami     : ‗I have not done any homework, sir,         

        What did Samuel ask Swami? 

        What was Swami's reply? 

 

       3. Samuel      : ‗Don‘t shout. I can hear you quite well.‘  

          Swami        :  ‗I am not shouting, sir, this is my ordinary voice‖ 

          What did Samuel command Swami? 

          What was Swami's reply? 

      

       4. Raghu        : ‗Don‘t be a fool, Ravi‘  

           Mira           :  ‗Stop howling, Ravi. If you want to play, you can stand at the end of the line, ' 

           What did Raghu tell Ravi? 

           What did Mira tell Ravi?   

  

      5.  Hotel keeper: ‗Where are you going, senor?‘  

             The man     : ‗To take a walk. It‘s too hot to stay in my room.  

         What did the hotel keeper ask the man? 

          What was his reply? 

 

6.Watson : ‗How did you know what I was doing? I believe you have eyes in the back of your   

head.‘  

Holmes :  ‗I have, at least, a well-polished, silver plated coffee pot in front of me,‘    

What did Holmes ask Watson? 

What was Watson's reply? 

 

7. Mother: They don‘t usually forgive. You must be ready to die.  

Boy: But I don‘t know where they live.                                        

What did mother tell the boy? 

What was his reply? 

 

8.THE KING: I do not like the sound of his voice. It annoys me very much. Send him away.  

THE SERVANT:  O King, he has been sent away.  

What did the king tell the servant? 

What was his reply? 

 

9.THE SERVANT: O King, thy orders were obeyed even yesterday.                                                                                                  

THE KING:  No. That cannot be. A beggar who  has no tongue cannot cry for bread.  

What did the servant tell the king? 

What did the king reply? 

 

10. THE KING:  Stop him! Seize him! Does he think he can get off so easily with his impudence!  

THE BEGGAR:  One of thy servants cannot stop me. Neither can ten thousand of them do me any 

harm. I am stronger than a mountain. I am stronger than the sea! 
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What did the king order his servant?  

What did the beggar tell the king?  

 

11. Ursula: How much will you charge?  

Balthazar:    I don't know, I'm going to ask for thirty pesos. 

What did Ursula ask? 

What did Balthazar reply? 

 

12.Balthazar: ‗How much did they pay you for it?‘ 

Ursula:‘ Sixty pesos,‘ 

 What did Balthazar ask Ursula?  

 What was her reply?  

 

                                          CONDITIONAL CLAUSES 

 

 1. Combine using ‗if‖ clause  

 

1.Plastic will melt (gets too hot) 

2.Plants will wither (don't water it) 

3.she will sing a song( she is happy) 

4.An egg will break ( it falls down) 

 

2. Combine using if clause. Put the verb in to the correct form 

1If  I                       his number, I would phone him.(know) 

2I                that coat if I were you(not buy) 

3If I were rich, I                   have a car(will buy) 

4People would understand him if he              more clearly(speak) 

 

3. Combine sentences using if clause. Put  the verb into the correct form. 

  

1If they had started early they                                   there.(reached) 

2If the driver hadn't stopped so suddenly the accident                                  (happened) 

3If he had worked hard                               (succeed) 

4That would not have happened if he                                 earlier.(inform). 
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A. Begin the sentence with ―fifty pesos‖ 

1. They gave you fifty pesos for the cage.‘ 

 

B. Begin the sentence with ―The cage‖ 

 

1.  He had put the cage on the dining room table. 

 

C. Read the following sentence and identify the ones in the passive voice 

The cage was finished. It was hung on the eaves. Balthazar was received with an ovation. He had 

given away the cage to Pepe. He was not given any money. He left the place without any complaint. 

D. Read the following sentence. Rewrite the sentences into passive form. 

1.Vehicles were moving along the road. A boy bought some apples from a shop. He ate one of them. 

Then he rushed to the road. A fast moving car hit him. 

2.Mother was cleaning the room. Father was ironing his dress. I arranged the dining table. 

My brother dropped all the cups down.  

 

ANALYSIS OF POEMS 
 

1. Night of the scorpion- Nissim Ezekiel, extreme love of a mother towards children, 

innocence of village people, superstitious and helpful nature of villagers. The speaker: the 

poet. Figure of speech: 1.Simile (like swarms of flies) 2. Alliteration parting with poison. Herb and 

hybrid.  Flame and feeding. Images: Olfactory Smell of candles, smell of burning oil, burning of flesh, 

tactile scorpion biting the mother, father pouring paraffin on the toe of the mother, auditory they buzzed 

the name of gods, they clicked their tongues, chanting mantras  sensory  images of fear, pain. Tone 

/style: Narrative style. Irony  (rational x superstitious, light  x darkness) 

2. Once upon a time-Gabriel Okara, sharp contrast between past and present, generation gap, 

self portrayal of the colonised black in detail. The speaker: A native. African. Figure of 

speech- Simile - like a snake's bare fangs, to wear many faces like dresses, like a fixed 

portrait smile. Images: Visual laugh with shadow, laugh with eye tactile ice-block cold eyes shake 

hands auditory come again they say. Tone /style: Narrative style, 

3. The Himalayas, Sujatha Bhatt, creative process of writing poetry as a mental adventure. The 

speaker:  The poet. Figure of speech- Metaphor (Himalaya‘s stands as peaks of creative 

excellence.) Images: Visual shades of green at different seasons.  Snow white Himalayas. Auditory 

reccuring word 'continue'. Tone /style: Personal reminiscence of a poet 
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4. Skimble shanks: The Railway Cat-T.S.Eliot, mysterious railway cat, criticises man's egoism, 

modern civilization. The speaker: The poet Figure of speech: Cat (metaphor). Visual image: 

night mail, passengers, railway station etc. Auditory: whistling of train etc. Tone 

/style:Narration, 

5. Celluloid Heroes, Ray Davies, fantasy world of film, in humane and exploitative manner in 

which the film industry uses its stars, the colourful world of movies.  The speaker: Any 

movie lover. Figure of speech: Metaphor (celluloid heroes) 

6. Cactus, K. Sachidanandan, different notions of beauty, the cactus plant Metaphor (thorns are 

my language.  The speaker: cactus plant Figure of speech:  the plant represents marginalized 

people of the society) images of garden- flowers, birds songs, images of desert-cactus, camels, 

merchants, drought... Tone /style: Personal narrative, 

7. In the Country, William Henry Davis, The speaker: The poet Care-here wood-food wan-

man thing-suffering need-deed pity-city place-face eye-sigh when-men aabb Images of  

town- park, statue tall trees, hungry children, images of  country- natural beauty. Tone 

/style:Narrative  

8. Master, Frederick Morgan.Power of creativity. The speaker: Poet Images: horse, stable. 

Tone /style: Narration 

9. The arrow and the song    Henry Wadsworh Longfellow The speaker: Poet Air-where sight-

flight strong-song end-friend aabb Figure of speech: song (permanence of art) Images: arrow, 

song. Tone /style: Narration.  

Prepared by 

Leena A 

G.H.S. 

Karumady 
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Unit 5 

ART AND ATTITUDES 

 
QUESTION NO.1 

 

Read the following passage from 'Balthazar‟s Marvellous Afternoon' and answer the 

following questions. 

 

 In truth, Jose Montiel was not as rich as he seemed. In his house, a few blocks 

from Balthazar‘s, he remained indifferent to the news of the cage. His wife was lying 

in bed with her eyes open, while he took his siesta. Hearing a clamour outside, she 

opened the door to the living room and found a crowd in front of the house and 

Balthazar with the cage in the middle of the crowd, dressed in white and freshly 

shaved. ‗What a marvelous thing!‘ Jose Montiel‘s wife exclaimed, with a radiant 

expression, leading Balthazar inside. ‗I‘ve never seen anything like it in my life,‘ she 

said, and added, annoyed by the crowd which piled up at the door: ‗Bring it inside 

before they turn the living room into a grandstand.‘ Balthazar was no stranger to Jose 

Montiel‘s house. On different occasions, because of his skill and forthright way 

of dealing, he had been called in to do minor carpentry jobs. But he never felt at ease 

among the rich. ‗Is Pepe home?‘ he asked. He had put the cage on the dining room 

table. ‗He‘s at school,‘ said Jose Montiel‘s wife. ‗But he shouldn‘t be long,‘ and she 

added, ‗Montiel is taking a bath.‘ 

 
1. Is there any line which is not positive for Balthazar in this passage? 

2. Find out the word that means ‗a short light sleep‘. 

3. Why is Balthazar not at ease while he is among the rich? 

4.‖I have never seen anything like it in my life‖. What does ‗it‘ refer to? 

5. Why did she say to bring the cage inside? 

6. Balthazar finished the cage.(Begin the sentence with The cage…….)  

7. The doctor adopted a respectful attitude.( Begin the sentence with  A respectful attitude……..) 

8. Jose Montiel followed him into the living room.( Begin the sentence with He……..) 
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II.Read the following lines from the poem' The Master' and answer the following questions 

 

 When Han Kan was summoned  

 To the imperial capital 

 It was suggested he sit at the feet of  

 The illustrious senior court painter 

 To learn from him the refinements of the art. 

 ‗No, thank you,‘ he replied, 

 ‗I shall apprentice myself to the stables‘ 

 

1. Why was Han Kan summoned to the imperial capital? 

2. Who do you think is Han Kan? 

3. How did Han Kan react to the royal suggestion? 

4. Why do you think Han Kan refused to learn from the court painter? 

5. ‗I shall apprentice myself to the stables‘. Who is the‘ I ‗referred to? 

 

QUESTION III 

 Dr. Octavio Giraldo knew about Jose Montiel‘s neglect of the cage that Balthazar made. A 

hope of buying the cage returns to the Doctor‘s mind. He writes a letter requesting Balthazar to 

rethink and sell it to him.Write the likely letter. 

 

QUESTION IV 

Balthazar didn‘t get the‘ pesos‘/ money he expected and he became very sad. But his energetic, 

inspiring wife advised him to arrange an exhibition of the cage. Prepare a notice giving the details 

of the exhibition. 

 

QUESTION V 

Prepare the conversation between Balthazar and Jose Montiel over the beautiful cage that was 

brought  home for his son.(4 exchanges) 

 

QUESTION VI 

Balthazar made the marvellous cage for Pepe but his parents were not ready to buy it for their son. 

He didn‘t get the money he wished. So, he became very sad. He wrote his painful feelings in his 

diary before going to bed. How would that diary entry be like? 

 

QUESTION VII 

Karl Paulnack happened to visit your school to inaugurate an international seminar on music held at 

your school. Prepare a few questions to interview him. 

 

Prepared by 

 

Rony 

G.H.S. 

Kidangara 
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WORK SHEET ON POEMS FROM S.I.E 

1. Night of the Scorpion 

a) How does the poet centralize the ―scorpion‖ both in the thematic evaluation and poetic 
form? 

b) Give your comments on the voice/voices in the poem 

c) Elaborate on the use of irony 

d) Sketch verbally the atmosphere of the poem 

2. Once upon a time 

a. How does Okara employ body language metaphor in this poem? 

b. How far has this been effective in conveying the theme of the poem 

c. Identify the linkage words/phrases/lines in the poem 

d. Evaluate their relevance in the thematic construction 

e. The poem is also critique of the post colonial Nigeria. Do you agree? 
discuss 

3. The Himalayas 

a. Comment on the subtle imagery used to contrast ―youth‖ and ―ripe old age‖ 

b. How does the inscape of the poem change from verdant green to hoary white? 

c. Bring out the significance of the colour imagery in the first stanza 

d. Do you think that the poem has sustained metaphor? Justify 

e. Why does the mind forget other colours? 

f. What is the symbolic relevance of the contrast in age in the second stanza? 

g. What is the poetic significance of ―cloudy eyes‖? 

h. In the poem the word ―Continue‖ is used thrice.  What does it signify? 

i. ―Mornings he summons me from Kitchen‖- specify the figure of speech 

j. Relate the metaphysical identity of Himalayas with Swami Anand 

4. Skimble Shanks: The Railway Cat 

a. What super natural world is depicted in the poem and how relevant is the title? 

b. How does ―the poet create a locomotive rhythm in the poem? 

c. What is the associative relevance of ―Glass green eyes‖ 

d. Highlight the role of skimbleshanks as facilitator of rail journey 

e. Comment on the use of alliteration and assonance in the poem 

f. Bring out the powerful use of imagery in the poem 

g. Pick out the poetic devices employed in the poem 

h. Is the sustained hyperbolic characterization of skimbleshanks justified? 
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i. Consider the poem as a lyric 

j. Bring out the humorous elements in the poem 

5. Celluloid Heroes 

a. Bring out the strong Hollywood Boulevard image in the poem 

b. How does the poet employ the use of anti climax and empathy as sustained poetic devices 

c. What is the universal significance of Hollywood Boulevard? 

d. Explain how the song relates the ―reel life‖ and the ―real life‖? 

e. Who is the ―I‖ in the song and what are the aspirations nourished? 

f. Why does the speaker fancy celluloid life? 

g. The song glorifies escapism-comment 

h. ―Written in concrete‖ – bring out the poetic relevance 

i. Bring out the use of irony in the poem 

j. Consider the relevance of the last stanza 

6. Cactus 

a. Comment on the opening and concluding lines of the poem ―thorns are my language‖  ― A 
sharp, piercing/ parallel language‖ 

b. Attempt to trace a binary opposition in the development of the poem 

c. Identify the ―I‖ in the poem, with adequate illustrations 

7. In the country 

a. What is the rhyme scheme of the poem 

b. Explain masculine and feminine rhymes? 

c. How do you trace the face of the poet here?  A delinquent or a super tramp? Justify your 
answer? 

d. Why does the poet feel cursed with a hand that is empty? 

e. Explain the narrative technique employed by the poet? 

f. What does the poet mean by women, white with care? 

g. How is human suffering viewed in this poem? 

h. How do you link this poem to ―cactus‖ 

i. Describe the figures of speech used in the poem? 

j. Point out the images in the poem? 

 

****END**** 


